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Spain, claiming equality with that of Toledo, and though
in reality the Archbishop of Tarragona has not the power
of the Primate of the Spains, he is yet very jealous of
his rights, carrying ' the assertion of his dignity so far
that I noticed/ says the same writer,' a mandamos of the
Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo hung up in the Coro, in
which his title "Primada de las Espafias" and the same
word in "Santa Iglesia Primada " were carefully scratched
through in ink.' Certainly, so early as 1089, the Pope
urged the faithful to restore the church just won from
the Moors, And in 1116 Ramon Berenguer el Grande
granted the See to San Oleguer, who began to build the
present church with the help of Norman architects and
workmen, brought there by El Conde Roberto. As you
pass round the church to-day by devious and narrow
ways in which often you lose sight of it altogether, it is
always with new joy that you come upon that Norman
apse with its wide-splayed, round-arched windows, its
gracious strength, its security, and sense of tradition, as it
were, that make the exuberant, uncontrolled work of the
fifteenth and sixteenth century builders here in Spain at
any rate, for all their boasted learning and freedom,
seem so inexpressive, so full of meaningless gesticulation.
The great Romanesque tower on the south side, added to
unfortunately, we may think perhaps, in 1300-1350, when
the octagonal steeple was added, remains solitary without
its twin on the north side, which was probably destroyed
when the north aisle of the choir was rebuilt in the
fourteenth century,
The church stands, as is not uncommon in Catalufia,
on a platform built up on foundations, to which you
climb here, at any rate, from the city beneath by a great
flight of steps. The beautiful fagade with its two
Romanesque doors with double arches and sculptures of
the Dream of Joseph and the Adoration of the Kings, its